The Washo consonant inventoiy consists of voiced, plain, and ejective obstruents: 
*> dy f g; P, t, k, ?; p, i, d, ^; fricatives 5, 1, h\ and voiced and voiceless resonants m, 
»» 9, w, l,y\ M, N, W, L, and Y. Internal reconstruction indicates that the voiced and 
voiceless stops developed from a single series after the loss of a consonant, perhaps 
•*. Vowels are i, #, m, ^, o, and a. Vowel length is distinctive but occurs only in 
stressed syllables: gusu-ii? 'woodpecker species', masdii 'flint arrowhead'. Stress 
occurs on the penults of stems and on some suffixes. 

There is pretonic regressive vowel harmony, in which vowels a and o condition a, 
while vowels e, 1, #, and u condition e. The harmony can be seen, for example, in 
alternations in the shape of the possessive prefix: dahdrja 'his mouth' (4idrja 
'mouth'), datd?o 'his throat'; delUtep 'his bottle', depisew 'his ear', dsbilii 'his 
grandmother's sister', dsgu^u 'his mother's mother'. Dialect differences are minimal 
in Washo, but one involves the conditioning vowel. In the southernmost dialect, the 
harmonizing vowel is affected by any vowel in an immediately following tonic or 
pretonic syllable; in other dialects, only tonic vowels trigger harmony: S. gesu?mdwit 
vs N. SQSu9mdwit 'throw it over!'; S. gepiddsuk vs N. ggpidd-suk 'come in (plural)'. 
Northern dialects show more harmony in borrowed words than the southern dialect. 
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